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PROGRAM NOTES

"Colour is a power which directly influences the soul. Colour is the keyboard, the eyes are the hammers, and
the soul is the piano with many strings. The artist is the hand which plays, touching one key or another, to
cause vibrations in the soul."

- Wassily Kandinsky

In Spectral Beams, 1 sought to translate four colors—blue, violet, red, and yellow—into the musical realm,
and then craft a compelling structure that sequences, layers, and juxtaposes the four subjects. My primary
goal was to keep the instrumentation, timbre, gestures, and melodic and harmonic language distinct for each
color, to facilitate hearing multiple colors simultaneously. The sequence of colors as I perceive it are:

Black—Blue—Black(with a thread of white)—Violet—Blue/Violet—Red—Black/White—Y ellow—
Red/Yellow—Blue/Violet/Red/Y ellow—White

Although I am sure there is some truth to Kandinsky’s theories regarding universal color associations, I am
equally certain that some of you may perceive different colors than I had intended. I embrace this, and if you

are able to perceive the interaction of any four colors, I am totally satisfied. I hope you find this game of the
senses as enjoyable as I do.

This piece was composed in collaboration with Kelsey Breece of the Indiana University Contemporary Dance
Program, who set choreography to the work for five dancers.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

no vib. = non-vibrato ord. vib. = ordinary use of vibrato

S.T. = sul tasto S.P. = sul pont. = sul ponticello O. = ord. = in modo ordinario

= snap pizzicato (“Bartok pizz.”), where the string is snapped against the fingerboard.

Wherever harmonics are used, the pitch to be lightly touched is indicated by a diamond notehead and the
sounding pitch is notated in parentheses above.

Grace notes are to be placed before the beat, approximately the length of a 32"-note

Ex: =



Spectral beams

Duration: ca. 6'00" for string quartet + woodwind quintet Brendan Faegre
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